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Special Highlight

The 8th Sub-Conference of the Young Academy of Sciences Summit (YASS) was held on June
10, 2026, at the InnoCentre in Kowloon Tong. The event gathered young scientists and
scholars to discuss innovative solutions and emerging challenges across various disciplines. It
aimed to promote interdisciplinary collaboration and foster the development of future
scientific leaders. Prof Esther Chan served as the moderator, guiding discussions and
facilitating knowledge exchange among participants.
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The HTAi Annual Meeting 2026 was held in Istanbul from June 6 to 10, bringing together global
health technology assessment experts to discuss innovations in policies, methods, and evidence
generation. Effie Cheung delivered an oral presentation, and Prof Shirley Li participated as a
panelist, contributing insights on the future of health technology assessment. 
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The 14th Southern Pharmacoeconomics Forum was held in Hefei, China, from June 26 to 28,
2026. This prestigious event brought together experts in health economics, pharmacoeconomics,
and healthcare policy to discuss the latest advancements, challenges, and strategic approaches in
medication evaluation and healthcare resource allocation across Southern China. Prof Shirley Li
and Prof Edmund Yiu participated as speakers, sharing insights on innovative approaches and
research findings in pharmacoeconomics, fostering collaboration and knowledge exchange among
professionals in the region.
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The CEDARS, CoPE colleagues, and CSMPR, JC team mental health colleagues met on May
6, for the crossover brainstorming session. The meeting reviewed diverse initiatives aimed at
enhancing mental health support through evaluation, digital adaptation, AI integration, and
scalable funding strategies. The discussion focused on effective training evaluation,
innovative AI tools, online interventions, and large-scale grant applications, all geared
towards improving campus mental health services and outreach efforts.
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Junhan Tang had an e-Poster presentation at
the HFA Heart Failure 2026 Conference,
which took place from May 9 to 12 in
Barcelona. The conference was a leading
international event that gathered cardiology
professionals to share the latest research,
innovations, and clinical practices in heart
failure management. It provided a platform
for experts worldwide to collaborate,
present groundbreaking studies, and discuss
emerging therapies aimed at improving
patient outcomes and advancing cardiology
care.

The Hospital Authority Convention
2026, which was held from May 11 to
13, was a prominent event that brought
together healthcare professionals and
stakeholders to discuss advancements,
innovations, and future directions in
healthcare services within Hong Kong.
Prof Celine Chui was invited as a
speaker, highlighting her expertise and
contributions to the field. The
convention provided a platform for
knowledge exchange, networking, and
collaboration to enhance healthcare
delivery and patient outcomes.
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The 2026 DIA China Annual Meeting was held from May 13 to 16, 2026, in Shanghai. This
conference gathered industry leaders, healthcare professionals, and regulators to discuss
innovations in drug development, regulatory science, and patient-centered care. Prof
Shirley Xue Li delivered a presentation on the role of real-world evidence (RWE) in
supporting reimbursement decision-making in Hong Kong.

The 2026 IMACE Conference, focusing on health economics, technology assessment, and
clinical guidelines, was held in Hong Kong. It fostered expert dialogue on healthcare policy
and innovation. Prof Joseph Blais attended as an IMACE External Expert, contributing
insights to the discussions and enriching the exchange of ideas among participants
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The Generating Evidence to Inform Clinical Practice in Neurology and Mental Health
- Short Course, held in Italy on 13–14 April, brought together researchers and
healthcare professionals to discuss evidence generation, epidemiological methods,
and big-data research in neurology and mental health, promoting international
collaboration and evidence-based clinical practice. Prof Celine Chui, Dr Kailin Chen,
Keith Cheung, Eveline Li and Eunice Deng attended the short course.
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The 15th China Chest Pain Centers Congress (CCPCC 2026) was held on April 3–4,
2026, at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre, with a concurrent venue in
Shenzhen. This event brought together around 3,000 healthcare professionals to
exchange knowledge on chest pain management, cardiovascular medicine, healthcare
innovation, AI-assisted clinical decision-making, and international collaboration. Prof
Celine Chui was invited as a speaker, highlighting her expertise in the field.
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Celine S L Chui*, Celia Jiaxi Lin, Natalie
Tsie, Marco Lee, Ashley Ching Yau
Kwok, Judy Lee, Bonnie Leung, Meyone
Yuen Tung Ng, Alston Conrad Chiu,
Emmanuel Chun Ka Wong

BMJ Nutrition Prevention & Health

User Experience and Feasibility of
CVD Risk Models: A Study on
Clinician and Patient Expectations,
and Implementation in Primary
Healthcare with P-CARDIAC Pilot
Study in Hong Kong

See publication here
Zonglin Dai, Kai-Tai Wong, Edgar
Chow, Wai-Kay Seto, Man-Fung
Yuen, Xue Li*, Lung-Yi Mak

The Lancet Regional Health – Western
Pacific

Mass hepatitis C virus screening
among persons in custody in
Hong Kong: a modelling cost-
effectiveness analysis based on a
prospective cohort study

See publication here

Yifan Li, Vivien Kin Yi Chan, Mark
Jit, Franco Wing Tak Cheng, Hei
Hang Edmund Yiu, David
Makram Bishai, Dawn Craig,
Esther Wai Yin Chan, Sandra Sau
Man Chan, Xue Li*

PLoS medicine

Cost-effectiveness of
esketamine versus
alternative treatment
strategies for treatment-
resistant depression in Hong
Kong: A multi-armed
modeling study

See publication here

Recently Published Papers

https://nutrition.bmj.com/content/early/2026/03/31/bmjnph-2025-001345
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanwpc/article/PIIS2666-6065(26)00042-8/fulltext
https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1005047


BYingying Zhao, Jiaqi Wang, Jiyeong
Kim, Fatima Rodriguez, Eleni Linos,
Rong Na, Khuloud T. Al-Jamal & Xue
Li*

npj Precision Oncology

Machine learning and deep
learning-based drug-drug
interactions prediction: a
systematic review focused on
anticancer drugs

See publication here

Tingting Chen, Boyuan
Wang, Ming Hin Lee, Ka
Hung Chan, Sophia Siu
Chee Chan, Xue Li, Sze Ling
Celine Chui, Francisco Tsz
Tsun Lai, Esther Wai Yin
Chan, Ian Chi Kei Wong, Eric
Yuk Fai Wan*

The American Journal of
Medicine

Economic burden of
smoking: evidence from a
1.6 million cohort in Hong
Kong

See publication here

Vincent Ka Chun Yan, Zi-Yang Peng,
Vincent Kai Chung Wong, Ian Chi
Kei Wong, Esther Wai Yin Chan,
Huang-Tz Ou, Eric Yuk Fai Wan*

Journal of Internal Medicine

Depression following the
initiation of glucagon-like-
peptide-1 receptor agonist
therapy: A multinational self-
controlled case series study

See publication here

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41698-026-01512-z
https://www.amjmed.com/article/S0002-9343(26)00259-7/fulltext
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/joim.70098


Yuk Kam Yau, Zhuoran Hu, Meijiao
Li, Jianchao Quan, Sydney Chi Wai
Tang, Ivy Lynn Mak, Ian Chi Kei
Wong, David Vai Kiong Chao,
Welchie Wai Kit Ko, Chak Sing Lau,
Cindy Lo Kuen Lam, Eric Yuk Fai
Wan*

Journal of Nephrology

Indirect effect of the COVID-19
pandemic on mortality,
complications, and healthcare
utilization among people with
Chronic Kidney Disease in Hong
Kong: an interrupted time series
analysis

See publication here

Ran Zhang, Ivan Chun Hang
Lam, Xinyi Liu, Feng Sun, Siyan
Zhan, Kai Hang Yiu, Celine Sze
Ling Chui, Esther Wai Yin Chan,
Ian Chi Kei Wong, Cindy Lo
Kuen Lam, Eric Yuk Fai Wan*

Age and Ageing

The optimal blood pressure
target in old and very old
patients with hypertension

See publication here

Ran Zhang, Ivan Chun Hang Lam,
Louise Emilsson, Feng Sun, Siyan
Zhan, Kai Hang Yiu, Daniel Yee Tak
Fong, Esther Yee Tak Yu, Celine Sze
Ling Chui, Esther Wai Yin Chan, Ian
Chi Kei Wong, Cindy Lo Kuen Lam,
Goodarz Danaei, Eric Yuk Fai Wan*

Nature Communications

Optimal blood pressure target
in patients with uncomplicated
hypertension: a target trial
emulation study

See publication here

https://academic.oup.com/joneph/article/39/2/267/8675828?login=false
https://academic.oup.com/ageing/article/55/6/afag167/8704048?login=false
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-026-74041-9


Yuk Kam Yau, Meijiao Li,
Jianchao Quan, Karen Ann
Grépin, Gary Kui Kai Lau, Ivy
Lynn Mak, Chak Sing Lau, Ian
Chi Kei Wong, David Vai Kiong
Chao, Welchie Wai Kit Ko, Cindy
Lo Kuen Lam, Eric Yuk Fai Wan*

Diabetes, Obesity and Metabolism

Association of Reduction in
Continuity of Care During
COVID-19 Pandemic With
Cardiovascular Diseases,
Kidney Failure and All-Cause
Mortality for People With
Diabetes: A Cohort Study in
Hong Kong

See publication here

Linda Chan, Wanchun Xu, Esther W.
Y. Chan, Eric Yuk Fai Wan*

PLoS medicine

Cardiovascular outcomes and
safety associated with statin
therapy for primary prevention
in older adults with type 2
diabetes: A target trial
emulation study

See publication here

Chi lam Cheung, Hei Hang Edmund
Yiu, Vanessa Wai Sei Ng, Frank Nim
Kok Chan, Janet Hiu Tung Sun, Natalie
Hoi Ching Hung, Ryan Hei Ming Mak,
Marco Tsun Lee, Tommy Ka Ho Lee,
Gladys Daphne Cheung, Kitty Kit Ki
Law, Franco Wing Tak Cheng, Anchor
Tak Fung Hung, Timothy F. Chen,
Esther Wai Yin Chan, Ian Chi Kei
Wong*, Eric Yuk Fai Wan*

Communications Medicine

Evaluating the Clinical and
Humanistic Impact of a Self-Care
and Minor Ailment Service (MAS)

See publication here

https://dom-pubs.pericles-prod.literatumonline.com/doi/full/10.1111/dom.70984
https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1005136
https://www.nature.com/articles/s43856-026-01679-3


Zonglin Dai, Effie Ka Yue Cheung, Ting
Wang, David Makram Bishai, Lei Si,
Benjamin Hon Kei Yip, Yingyao Chen,
Ian Chi Kei Wong, Andrew J. Mirelman,
Manuel Antonio Espinoza, Xue Li*

Pharmacoeconomics and Policy

Comparative review of selected
health technology assessment
agencies: Features and insights for
health technology assessment
development and improvement

See publication here

Hei Hang Edmund Yiu, Vincent Ka
Chun Yan, Cheri Cheuk Lam Au,
Eunice Kehui Deng, Martin Chi
Sang Wong, Bryan P. Yan, William
Chi Wai Wong, Sienna Yuxuan Liu,
Chun Ka Wong, Esther W. Chan*,
the CSMPR Lipid-Lowering Agent
Preference Study Group

Preference-Based Assessments

Patient Preferences for Lipid-
Lowering Agents in
Hypercholesterolemia: A
Discrete Choice Experiment

See publication here

Congratulations

Professor Celine Chui and Professor Eric Wan,
Elected as Fellowship though distinction (FFPH), 
Faculty of Public Health of the Royal Colleges of Physicians of the United Kingdom, 
effective from 1 July

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2950266726000364
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.vhri.2026.101662


Copyright © 2026. Department of Pharmacology and Pharmacy, The University of Hong Kong. All rights reserved.

About CSMPR
Centre for Safe Medication Practice and Research (CSMPR) was established in 2012 to foster research and development in medication safety in collaboration with
local and international partners.

The mission of the CSMPR is to improve the health and quality of life of patients through interdisciplinary collaborative research that addresses questions central
to medication safety. We focus on delivering innovative results that optimise the safe and effective use of medications. Combining expertise from the University of
Hong Kong (HKU) and collaborative partners around the globe, the CSMPR provides a world-renowned platform for the training of health care professionals,
patients and the general public on the safe and effective use of medications.

Our aim is to deliver high quality research with results relevant and applicable to health in real world settings, thus optimising and promoting the safe and effective
use of medicine in Asia and beyond.

We are now on
@CSMPR_HKUPharm

and
HKU Centre for Safe Medication

Practice and Research

Outgoing Members

Chengfei Li
A Research Assistant II in Shirley’s team, handles data collection, cross-checking, analysis,
and basic health economics cost-effectiveness studies. She will join the University of
Maryland as a PhD student in Pharmaceutical Health Services Research in Fall 2026.

Kuan Peng
A PhD student in Shirley’s team, has successfully graduated. We wish him all the best in his
future endeavors.

https://www.pharma.hku.hk/en/Research/Centre-for-Safe-Medication-Practice-and-Research
https://x.com/CSMPR_HKUPharm
https://x.com/CSMPR_HKUPharm
https://www.linkedin.com/company/csmpr2012/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/csmpr2012/
https://x.com/CSMPR_HKUPharm
https://www.linkedin.com/company/csmpr2012/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/csmpr2012/
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