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Recently Published/Accepted Papers
Xiaowen Zhang | 

The Journal of Clinical Endocrinology & Metabolism

Low Bone Mineral Density as a Risk
Factor for Liver Cirrhosis: A
Prospective Cohort Study
(See publication here)

Philip CM Au | 

The Lancet Regional Health - Western Pacific

The trends in lung cancer prevalence,
incidence, and survival in Hong Kong
over the past two decades (2002–
2021): a population-based study
(See publication here)

Celine Chui | 

Journal of the American College of Cardiology

Development And Validation of
Machine-Learning Driven 10-Year
Cardiovascular Risk Prediction Model
For Chinese: P-CARDIAC
(See publication here)

https://doi.org/10.1210/clinem/dgae223
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lanwpc.2024.101030
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0735-1097(24)04671-0


         Hello everyone, I’m Joe Blais! I joined the Department of
Pharmacology and Pharmacy as an Assistant Professor in February
2024. My professional goal is to improve the health of communities by
better understanding the effectiveness, safety, and use of lipid-modifying
drugs and the epidemiology of dyslipidemia. I’m also interested in
evidence-based practice, in particular how to best synthesize, evaluate
(critically appraise), and use the results of non-randomized studies of
drug effects.

My wife is from Hong Kong and we decided to relocate here in 2017. Before 2017, I spent my adult
years studying and working as a clinical pharmacist in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. If you ever travel
to Canada to see the northern lights (aurora borealis), you may indeed need to visit Edmonton in
order to reach your final destination. My personal interests include optimizing health, achieving
financial independence, and attending some of the museums and creative productions on offer in
Hong Kong. Please feel free to come say hello to me. I’m typically in my office located at Laboratory
Block L02-08B during office hours on Tue/Thu from 16:00-17:00!

Deliang Yang, Houduo Qi | Machine Learning

Supervised Maximum Variance Unfolding
(Accepted)

Vivien Chan, Yi Chai | BMC Medicine

Impact of COVID-19 pandemic on
depression incidence and healthcare
service use among patients with
depression: an interrupted time-series
analysis from a 9-year population-
based study
(See publication here)

Kuan Peng | JAMA Network Open

Cost-effectiveness of biosimilar versus leflunomide in patients
with rheumatoid arthritis
(In press)

Meeting New Member
A very warm welcome from the whole CSMPR team!

Prof Joseph Blais
@Blaisjoseph josephblais

https://doi.org/10.1186/s12916-024-03386-z
https://twitter.com/BlaisJoseph
http://linkedin.com/in/josephblais/
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About the speaker:
Jeff Lange, PhD (University of Iowa) has dedicated over 25 years to advancing the use of real-world
evidence to characterize health and inform healthcare decisions through a career spanning research
positions at the Walter Reed Institute of Research, Procter & Gamble, and Amgen. Since joining Amgen
in 2011, he has been developing approaches for transparent pharmacoepidemiology that have been
applied for accelerating clinical trials and informing regulatory decisions at the FDA, EMA, and CDE for
labeling and post-marketing safety. Since relocating to Hong Kong in 2019, he has built a scientific
team across East Asia and partnered with the academic ecosystem to understand the burden of disease
to address, characterize the geographic heterogeneity of disease epidemiology and standards of care to
inform clinical trials, and evaluate the benefits and risks of medicines.

(Register now)

About CSMPR
Centre for Safe Medication Practice and Research (CSMPR) was established in 2012 to foster research and development in medication safety in collaboration with
local and international partners.

The mission of the CSMPR is to improve the health and quality of life of patients through interdisciplinary collaborative research that addresses questions central
to medication safety. We focus on delivering innovative results that optimise the safe and effective use of medications. Drawing on the combined expertise of
specialist resources from the Queen Mary Hospital (QMH), The University of Hong Kong (HKU) and other collaborative partners, the CSMPR provides a world-
renowned platform for the training of health care professionals, patients and the general public on the safe and effective use of medications.

Our aim is to deliver high quality research with results relevant and applicable to health in real world settings, thus optimising and promoting the safe and effective
use of medicine in Asia and beyond.

Upcoming Event
As pharmacovigilance practice is having a rapidly evolving expectations from drug
regulatory agencies and the pharmaceutical industry, CSMPR organises a Good
Pharmacovigilance Practice (GPvP) training to provide a strong foundation of
knowledge attributed with pharmacovigilance and drug safety. The training will be
held in-person only and certificates will be awarded to those who have attended
and completed the training. See details below:

https://www.pharma.hku.hk/en/Research/Centre-for-Safe-Medication-Practice-and-Research
https://forms.office.com/r/7yQPMVYzrC

